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Environment Element

Environment Element

Current
Goal/Policy
Number

New
Goal/Policy
Number

Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element

Notes

Overall Approach

Discussion

Discussion: Environmental stewardship is a core value and a fundamental principle

guiding how the City accommodates growth and provides services. ltis not a
separate goal that is considered as outside of, or as an add-on to, the other goals of
the Comprehensive Plan. As such, protecting and enhancing the environment is an
integral part of all the elements of the plan. This element of the Comprehensive Plan
articulates the City’s overarching environmental goals and includes those policies that

either cut across many elements and therefore warrant separate mention or do not fit
easily into another element.

New discussion describes the broader level of
discussion in the rewritten element.

The rewritten element seeks to provide
overarching environmental goals and policies
that cut across many elements of the plan..
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
Protect and enhance the quality and function of our air, land, and water resources Describes the scope of the City’s actions in
EG1 through clear policies and requlations, capital improvements, operations and support of meeting the City’s environmental
education programs. goals.
EG9 Addressed in new EG1 and E3 and in LU307
EG16 Addressed in EG1, E3, E4, E5, LG47, LG 73
LU274, LU279, LU284, LU285, LU306, LU309
Addressed in EG1, E3, E4, E5, LG47, LG 73
EG17 LU274, LU279, LU284, LU285, LU306, LU309,
LU311 — plus countless references to open
space
EG2 Build on and reinforce the links between the environmental, social, public health and Recognizes the interconnections between the
economic aspects of City planning, requlations, service delivery and operations. City's diverse activities.
EG3 Prevent \_/vaste anq pollu_tlon and increase recycling among all sectors of the Incorporates ideas in the old EG2 and EG3.
community and within City government.
EG2 Reducepollution-at-the-seuree- See new EG3
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
EG9
£G4 Promote Con_servatlor) o_f energy, water and material resources among all sectors of Provides more detail than old EG3
the community and within City government.
EG3 Reduce-consumption-ofreseurces: See new EG4
Protect and enhanqe the wide range of functions that natural systems can perform, Introduces the concept of “ecosystem services”
EG5 such as cleaning air and water. Use natural systems as alternatives to costly as valuable aspects of the natural environment
engineered solutions (e.g. storm water drainage systems) to maintain environmental | that can provide a foundation for the City’s
quality. future infrastructure planning.
EG18 Addressed in E5, LU42, LU43
EG19 Addressed in E5, LU41, LU42, LU43
EG20 Addressed in E5, LU41, LU42, LU43
Addressed in EG1, E3, E4, E5, LG47, LG 73
E28 LU274, LU279, LU284, LU285, LU291, LU309,
LU311
E29 Addressed in E5, LU41, LU42
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
E30 Addressed in E5, LU43
EG6 Reduce emission of greenhouse gases to minimize the impact of climate change Provides more detail than old EG21
globally and locally.
EG21 Strive-to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions-from-all-seurees: Addressed in EG6, E8
EG7 Reduce the impacts of noise, odor, and light which can negatively impact the livability | Broadens discussion previously in old EG22 and
of the diverse urban environment. 23 beyond noise.
EG22 Addressed in EG7
EG23 Addressed in EG7
Recognize that a healthy environment is central to the City’s economic development Acknowledges the links between Seattle’s
EGS8 as a key competitive advantage in attracting and retaining family wage jobs and environment and its economic health.
workers.
Consider natural systems and the built infrastructure as linked systems. Strive to
E1 leverage and reduce investment in built infrastructure by seeking opportunities to Provides direction on incorporating ecosystem
incorporate the services and functions that a healthy ecosystem provides, such as services into development.
cleaning air and water.
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
Through land use, transportation, neighborhood and economic development planning _ o
and projects, seek to meet mobility needs in ways that reduce the impacts of Provides direction on aspects of the
E2 : - i d cli i h I ! It d th environment to consider when planning for
transporta_tlon on air qua ity and climate-change as well as water pollution an e transportation. Incorporates old E16
consumption of fossil fuels.
The urban village, land use and transportation
elements all encourage the density and mix of
land uses that reduces car dependency and
E16 encourages transit use.
Already addressed in LG26, LU128, LU146,
TX1A, T1 and T2 and in new policy E2.
Promote sustainable management of public and private open spaces and
E3 Iandsc.aplr'lq, su_ch as by preserving or planting ngtlve gnq naturgllzed veqc_etatlon, Incorporates aspects of E27, E28
removing invasive plants, protecting and enhancing wildlife habitat, engaging the
community in stewardship activities and using integrated pest management. .
E27 Addressed in EG1, E3, E4, E5, LG47, LG 73
LU274, LU279, LU284, LU285, LU291
E20 Addressed in E3 and should be considered for
inclusion in Utilities Element
Strive to maximize the amount of pervious surfaces and vegetative cover in the city.
E4 Take advantage of the ability of pervious surfaces and vegetative cover to mitigate the Former EG8

heat island effect of developed areas and to increase water infiltration which reduces
storm water quantity and pollution.
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
EG 8 Addressed in new policy E4, LU102
Work to achieve a sustainable urban forest that contains a diverse mix of tree species
and ages and that creates a healthy ecosystem valued and cared for by the City and
E5 its citizens. Recognize and educate the public about the values of a healthy urban Expands on E29, Incorporates ideas in E32
forest including reducing storm water runoff and pollution, absorbing air pollutants, through E34
providing wildlife habitat, absorbing carbon dioxide (a greenhouse gas), providing
shade, stabilizing soil, and increasing property values.
E32 See new E5
E33 See new E5 and E6
E34 See new E5 and E6
Create partnerships with organizations in the private and nonprofit sectors and
E6 engage the community to protect and enhance Seattle's urban ecosystems and Incorporates ideas from E33 and E34
habitat.
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
E36 See E5, and Land Use element’s critical areas
policies.

Promote public and private opportunities to improve water quality and restore habitat New concent. builds on work currently undenwa

E7 in the City's creeks, lakes, shorelines, Duwamish and Puget Sound so that they are in the City Pl y Y
healthy for aquatic resources and people.

EG9 See new EG3, E6

Promote the efficient use and conservation of electricity, water and material resources

E8 by residential, commercial, industrial and institutional customers, as well as City Summarizes current goals EG11-EG14 and
government, through education, technical assistance, financial incentives, and policies E22-E26.
requlations.

EG13 More of a policy to guide City actions than a
goal. Incorporated into E7 and E9
E25 Incorporated into E7

Work with private and public sector partners to reduce climate-changing greenhouse

E9 gas emissions from private and public sources to minimize the impacts of global Summarizes current goal EG21 and policies
warming on our water and energy supply, ecosystems, public health and the E37-E40.
economy.

E40 Addressed in EG6, EE8
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
In the City’s roles as requlator, service provider, large business and employer,
consider environmental, social and economic costs, risks, benefits, and impacts, from
E10 a life cycle perspective. This includes consideration of potential adverse health or Summarizes current policies E1 to E6.

environmental harm when making planning, contracting, purchasing and operating
decisions.

E1l See new policy E9.

E2 See new policy E9.

E3 See current Capital Facilities Element policy

CF23.

E4 Incorporated into Utilities policy U7.

ES5 See new policy E11

E6 See Capital Facilities Element Policies CF19-

CF24
Stri t fi Vi the Citv’ . tal f . fi Provides a foundation for work to improve the
£11 Strive to continuously improve the City's environmental performance in operations environment within the City government.

including re_ducmq resource and to?<|c_s use, preventlng pollufuo_n, minimizing waste, Summarizes existing policies E5 and E77 to
and protecting natural areas and biodiversity. To achieve this improvement, seek the | E10, and goal EG4
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
commitment of employees, set targets, utilize innovative approaches, monitor and
report on performance, engage management in addressing performance short of
targets, and coordinate with other government entities.
EG4 See new policy E11
E7 See new policy E11
ES8 See new policy E11
E9 See new policy E11
E10 See new policy E11
A.
Discussion With a shorter, more streamlined element, less

discussion is warranted
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
EG1 Not needed, having this policy implies that the
City wouldn’t otherwise comply with regulations.
B
With a shorter, more streamlined element, less
discussion is warranted
Already addressed in T1, T3, TG2 and LU48,
LUS51, LUS5
EG5 The urban village, land use and transportation
elements all encourage the density and mix of
land uses that reduces car dependency and
encourages transit use.
See above and already addressed in
E1ll Transportation element TG2, T1, TG4, 5, and
LG9
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number

E12 Already addressed in T2

E13 Already addressed in LU48
Seek options for eliminating the purchase of fossil-fuel burning sources of electric Move to Utilities Element. specific to a barticular

El4 U9a power by City Light, such as through purchase of wind or geo-thermally produced utility > SP P
power or using conservation strategies.

Strive to ensure beneficial indoor environmental quality (which can increase health,

E15 CE20a welfare and productivity of workers or residents) in all renovations and new Move to Capital Facilities element, more related
construction of City-owned facilities and promote design conditions that enhance to the issues discussed in that element.
beneficial indoor environmental quality in private construction.

C
. . With a shorter, more streamlined element, less
Discussion discussion is warranted
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
Addressed in LG4, LU272-275
EG6 Transportation aspect already addressed in T1,
TG2, TX1A
The urban village, land use and transportation
elements all encourage the density and mix of
land uses that reduces car dependency and
EG7 encourages transit use.
Already addressed in LG26, LU128, LU146,
TX1A, T1 and T2 and in new policy E2.
EG10 Already addressed in U11
Work regionally to improve programs and management strategies designed to prevent | Move to Utilities element, more specific to a
E17 Ul0a o : "
and reduce contamination of street runoff and storm water from all sources. particular utility.
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
E18 Already addressed in U12
E19 U10b Work with businesses and the community to provide education about the importance | Move to Utilities element, more specific to a
and methods of controlling the release of contaminants into storm drains. particular utility.
E21 U12a Cooperate and coordinate with state and federal agencies to the extent possible to Move to Utilities element, more specific to a
minimize illegal discharges into water by both permitted and non-permitted sources. particular utility.
D
: . With a shorter, more streamlined element, less
Discussion

discussion is warranted
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
EG11 Already addressed in UG1, UG2 and UG3
EG12 Already addressed in UG1, UG2 and UG3
EG14 Already addressed in U10
E22 Amend utilities policy U7 to incorporate this idea
E23 Already addressed in U9 and Ul
E24 Amend utilities policy U7 to incorporate this idea
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
Amend utilities policy U10 to incorporate this
E26 .
idea.
E
No need to restate the Growth Management
EG15 Act’s goals
Not appropriate for Comprehensive Plan — idea
E31 is included in the Urban Forest Strategic Plan
element
F
: . With a shorter, more streamlined element, less
Discussion discussion is warranted
April 1, 2004 Preliminary Draft 7-15




Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan Update - City Staff Recommended Change Matrix

Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
In meeting the demand for electric power, strive for no net increase in City
contributions to greenhouse gas emissions by relying first on energy efficiency, Move to Utilities element. mor fic t
E37 U9b second on renewable resources, and, when fossil fuel use is necessary, taking p;ﬂiu&r ut"igf element, more spectiic fo a
actions that offset the release of greenhouse gases such as planting trees or using
alternative fuel vehicles.
E38 Revise T2 to more broadly address this
Work to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases from transportation by encouraging
E39 X the use of non-automotive transportation by city employees and the public and Move to the Transportation Element
measures that reduce vehicle miles traveled.
G
: : With a shorter, more streamlined element, less
Discussion discussion is warranted
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Environment Element

Current New
Goal/Policy Goal/Policy Proposed New Goal or Policy for the Environment Element Notes
Number Number
Noise is addressed in LG18, LU38, LU46, LU47,
E41 LU66, LU71 LU102 LU141, LU147,LU203, TG1,
busi blis| _ T5, T9
E42 See T9
E43 See T9
E44 See Land Use Element
E45
E46
E47 See T9
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Amendments to other elements necessitated by changes to the
Environment Element

Capital Facilities Element

New Policy

CF20a Strive to ensure beneficial indoor environmental quality (which can
increase health, welfare and productivity of werkers-er+residents
occupants) in all renovations and new construction of City-owned facilities
and promote design conditions that enhance beneficial indoor
environmental quality in private construction. (Existing E15)

Utilities Element

Amendments to existing policies

U7  Promote environmental stewardship in meeting City utility needs and
promote enceourage the efficient use of water and energy resources by
utility customers through education, technical assistance and financial
incentives.

Ul10 Encourage waste reduction and cost-effective reuse and recycling by

residents, businesses and City employees through apprepriatepelicies
and-programs education, incentives and increased availability of recycling

options.

New policies

U9a Seek options for eliminating the purchase of fossil-fuel burning sources of
electric power by City Light, such as through purchase of wind or geo-
thermally produced power or using conservation strategies. (existing E14)

U9b In meeting the demand for electric power, strive for no net increase in City
contributions to greenhouse gas emissions by relying first on energy
efficiency, second on renewable resources, and, when fossil fuel use is
necessary, taking actions that offset the release of greenhouse gases
such as planting trees or using alternative fuel vehicles. (existing E37)

UlO0a Work regionally to improve programs and management strategies
designed to prevent and reduce contamination of street runoff and storm
water from all sources. (existing E6)

Ul0b Work with businesses and the community to provide education about the
importance and methods of controlling the release of contaminants into
storm drains. (Existing E19)

Ul2a Cooperate and coordinate with state and federal agencies to the extent

possible to minimize illegal discharges into water by both permitted and
non-permitted sources. (Existing E21)
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